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Principal’s Message 
 
A warm holiday season hello from JSB! December is a short month, but we still seem to pack in a month’s 
worth of activities into a shorter amount of time! 
 
It was wonderful seeing so many parents coming out to participate in parent-teacher interviews. We want 
the lines of communication open between home and school as we work as a team to help support all 
students. Please know that you can always contact teachers or myself if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

This time of year it is always important to think back in order to look forward. I think back and I am very 
proud to work for such great students, staff and parents. I love this job and I love seeing the difference we 
all make when we pull together. I am very proud to support this caring staff and serve these great JSB 
families as we continue to create success for all students. It is great when students improve their grades, 
test scores, attendance, and enhance their appreciation of themselves, their families, their community, and 
the world. This is what our schools are here to do. Take each child, each day and send them home a little 
stronger, smarter and happier. I look forward to finding new ways to support our learning community as the 
year continues. 

This is a time when many people take time to reflect on the things that we are grateful for, as well as 
“resolve” to change aspects of our lives. Whatever it is you are focused on this holiday, may it bring you 
happiness and fulfillment.  We look forward to seeing everyone again in January well rested and eager to 
get back to the amazing learning opportunities that are found at JSB. 
 
From the staff at JSB, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and hope that you are able to make some 
special memories with your family during the festive season. 
 

 

Christmas Concert - Tuesday, December 11 & 13, 2018  
The concert involves students from SK to grade 3. Please keep in mind that our primary concerts are 
usually standing room only. In order to accommodate everyone, we encourage family and friends to 
consider attending one of the afternoon performances on either December 11 or December 13 instead.  

December 11, - 2:15 p.m. 
December 11, - 6:30 p.m. 
December 13 - 2:15 p.m. for J.S. Buchanan students and family and friends 
In the event that the evening performance on December 11, is cancelled due to weather there will be  
an evening performance on December 13, 2018.   
 

Me to We News 
On December 14, The JSB Me to We Club will be selling yummy hot chocolate at first nutrition break for 
$1.00. The proceeds will buy gifts this Christmas for a local family through the Women’s Rural Resource 
Centre. 
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School Cash Online 
Over 90% of our families have signed up for School Cash Online 
Teachers and School Council thank everyone who has signed up for School Cash Online. 
School Cash is a safe easy way to make payments for school activities and events.   
Congratulations to Sophie S. who has won four front row seats to the Christmas Concert. 
All of the 145 primary students who made a purchase using School Cash online were entered in the draw.  
 

 
BOOK FAIR 
Our Scholastic Book Fair is a reading event that brings the books kids want to read right into 

our school. It’s a wonderful selection of engaging and affordable books for every reading 

level. Please make plans to visit our Book Fair and be involved in shaping your child’s 

reading habits.  

 

Book Fair dates: Monday, December 10 – Thursday, December 13 

Shopping hours: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. daily  

Special activities: Evening shopping on Tuesday, December 11 before and after the Holiday Concert. 

The Book Fair will be open from 5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. and for 1 hour after concert is over. 

 

If you are interested in helping with the book fair, either with set up, book sales and/or tear down, please 

contact the school. We look forward to seeing you and your family at our Book Fair! Remember, all 

purchases benefit our school.  

 

Sincerely, Mme Mitchell and Mme Mallette  

 
Introduction of New Support for Grade 8 Students 
We are excited to announce new support for Grade Eight students as they transition to secondary schools. 
Research indicates that cross panel collaboration around transitions can increase graduation rates by 
sixteen percent. 
The Thames Valley DSB Board of Trustees approved allocation of new staff at the Board meeting on April 
24, 2018. This allocation was to ensure that every TVDSB Elementary School was to have at least one 
Guidance Lead Teacher to help Grade Eight students to make successful transitions to secondary schools. 
This targeted investment in senior elementary students will support teachers to: 
* prepare students for their academic transition to high school, 
* engage students in experiential learning that provides exposure to role models and positive examples of 
a diversity of careers, and 
* encourage high expectations for all students and facilitate exploration of all pathways options. 

In order to support students’ transitions, Elementary Guidance Lead Teachers will create a Student 
Learning Individual Profile (SLIP) for each grade eight student informed by the student’s: academic data, 
myBlueprint Info, Student Reflections on Experiential Learning, and input from the student’s teachers. 

As in the past, students will continue to use myBlueprint to complete their Individual Pathways Plan, and to 
submit courses for TVDSB secondary school registration. Individual Education Plans created in 
elementary schools will transition electronically to the TVDSB secondary school in which your child 
registers. 
We love having parents/guardians as partners so please ask your child about conversations they have had 
about transition planning. Should you have any questions about the support we are providing, please 
contact your child’s Elementary Guidance Lead, or Administration. 

 
 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+clip+art&qpvt=school+clip+art&FORM=IGRE#view=detail&id=CC2B6EBBAB73DD418FA846ABF63D488784FB9769&selectedIndex=46


 
Page 3               J.S. Buchanan Newsletter December 2018 
 
FI REGISTRATION for 2019/2020  
Parent Information Session – January 28 @ 6:00 p.m.  
@ J.S. Buchanan FI PS in the library 
 
 

Cold Weather Reminders 
As we enter the season of snow, we remind our students to engage in safe play on our 
playground. Please ensure that students arrive at school dressed for the weather with boots, 
hats and mitts. Fresh air combined with physical activity gives our learners the opportunity to 
run off their energy and clear their heads so they can continue to be the best learners possible.  
We remind students that the throwing and kicking of snow and ice is dangerous and is not 
permitted on school property. We recommend that students bring extra clothing to school to replace items 
that may get wet during the day, especially mitts and socks. Please remember to label your child’s clothing.  
 

Bus Cancellations/Bus Delays 
The decision to cancel school bus runs due to inclement weather rests with the school bus companies. 

Cancellations will be posted online at www.mybigyellowbus.ca by 6:30 AM on the morning of the inclement 

weather event. While school bus service may be cancelled due to road and weather conditions, schools will 

remain open unless specifically posted otherwise by the respective School Board.    

In the event of bus cancellations due to FOG, buses will be cancelled in the morning but will operate in the 

afternoon as scheduled unless otherwise posted. (effective September 2018) In the event of bus 

cancellations due to any other kind of inclement weather, bus cancellations are in effect for the entire day. 

Notification of Bus Cancellations: Bus cancellations due to inclement weather will be posted publically on 
www.mybigyellowbus.ca, which is the official source of information.  
As always the decision to attend on inclement weather days is at the discretion of the parents.   
If you chose to keep your children home we ask that you please remember to report their absence to 
School Messenger.  
 
 

Arrival and Departure times for students 
With the arrival of winter weather there is greater potential for bus delays and cancelations. As always the 
decisions to transport your child(ren) to school is at your discretion. Parents who drive their child(ren) to 
school are reminded that supervision does not begin until 8:45 and students should not be at school or on 
the playground before 8:45. Dismissal is at 3:30 and students should be picked up promptly at the end of 
the school day.   
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School Council News 

 
Turkey Lunch provided by school council will be held Friday December 7th at both nutrition breaks.  
Our SK and primary classes will be served 1st break and our junior/intermediate classes during the second 
break.  Our caterer is Tia's Place and the turkeys have been donated by Cuddy's.  
Proceeds from the Poinsettia Fundraiser helped make this event possible for our school to enjoy! 
Students and staff are encouraged to wear their school spirit wear. The meal will be "nut safe" however it is 
not being prepared in a "peanut free" facility.  If you wish that your child not be served the turkey lunch 
please advise your child's teacher.   
 
If you wish to volunteer to serve please sign in at the office prior to joining us in the gymnasium. 
 
Canned Food Drive 
JSB is once again supporting our local Salvation Army and Women's Shelter by collecting non-perishable 
food items.  From December 3rd to the 14th you can send in your items.  We will also be collecting the 
evening of December 11th at our Concert.  Thank you for your support!  
 
Family Skate is Sunday February 10th 3:00-4:30pm at the West Middlesex Memorial Centre. This is a 
free event for our JSB families provided by school council. All children must be accompanied by an adult 
and everyone must follow the rules established by WMMC. Skating will take place from 3-4pm followed by 
refreshments upstairs in the meeting room until 4:30pm.   
 
Valentine's Fundraiser 
In the past we have used Windell's Chocolates as a fundraiser in time for Valentine's treats.  Unfortunately 
Windell's is no longer and therefore school council is currently looking at options to provide as an 
alternative.  We hope to have more info available the beginning of January. 
 
Facebook page - please join our new Facebook page to stay up to date on events and news.  You must 
remember to turn on your notifications to this group to receive updates as we are now a Closed Group 
and posts will  no longer show up in your personal newsfeed. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/343212092915852/ 
 
 
Our next school council meeting is Monday February 4th, 2019 6-8pm in the library. Childcare available 
only upon request 3 days prior to our meeting. 
 
We wish all of our families a very Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year! 
 

Hot Lunch Information 
Have you heard? You can win a free medium pizza just for ordering pizza through our lunch program. Head 
over to www.lunchboxorders.com today and get a slice of cheese or pepperoni pizza on Thursdays! Lots of 
other vendors to choose from. November's pizza winners will be announced in early December!! Thank 
you for supporting the JS Buchanan Lunch Program. Save some time and order during the Christmas 
Break for the remainder of the year! 
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